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and in men alike.    But that does not mean that France ought to
give up being an industrial nation.
Her underground riches are among the greatest in the world,
and her schools train scientists and engineers who set her in the
very foremost rank of science and technical achievement. And
again, the products of her industry are the only exchange currency
she has for dealings with her Empire.
In order to reduce France finally and definitely to the rank of
a second-class nation Germany has three weapons: the division
of the French people; the dislocation of French territory; the
organization of an economic system founded on agriculture.
We have already pointed out the use made of the first two
weapons. We must now call attention to the power and effective-
ness of the third.
Like the restoring of the provinces, the return to the land
corresponds to one of the tendencies in the minds of those who
are ruling France. The enemy has therefore not-had even to
encourage them along this path upon which they entered of
themselves.
2. THE R6LE OF INDUSTRY
(i) Its R6le in Time of War. A nation without industries can-
not be a great nation.
It is also impossible for a nation to plunge into a war if it cannot
feed itself and if it has no war material.
But food presents a twofold peculiarity. On the one hand,
a country's consumption of food can be considerably reduced
for months, or for years. On the other hand, stocks of food can
readily be formed to enable a country to live for months, or even
for years.
The longer a war continues, on the contrary, the more does the
consumption of war material go on increasing. Now the greatest
part of war material cannot be accumulated, and plant for its
renewing cannot be improvised. War materials cannot be
accumulated because the most effective weapon is always the one
that embodies the latest technical improvements; it is not so much
a question of having thousands of aeroplanes or tanks at the
beginning of a war if they are of an out-of-date model, as it is of
being able to build new aeroplanes or new tanks, new anti-aircraft
guns or anti-tank guns, always with the latest improvements.
Now if peace industries can be adapted for war manufactures, the
creation of new factories and the making of new machinery where
there was nothing is a matter of years.
As long as war exists a Power without industries will always be
lost from the beginning. And: war will always exist; it would